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Dirt Drawings
Supplies needed:

· Drawing or watercolor paper
· Erasers

· Dried dirt (see below)

· Still Life objects (bones)

· Pencils or conte crayon

This is a fun drawing project that works a little outside the box.
Early preparation:  Collect dirt and dry it out, preferably in the oven for an hour at a low temperature.  Sift through a regular kitchen sifter, and store in airtight jars.  It’s important that the dirt is very dry so that it works well in tinting the paper.  I collect dirt from different places, for example, the dirt in Alabama was so red that I just had to pull over on the side of the road to scoop up enough to fill a gallon zip-lock bag. 

Students start by having a discussion about pigment.  In fact, if you take a look at many oil paints and read the labels, you’ll see that the pigments listed are things like earth, rust, charred animal bones (black).  A discussion of how artists used paint before they could go to the store and pick it up in a tube is fun.  [image: image2.jpg]Bl




We talk a little about where pigments come from, and then use the dirt to apply pigment directly to paper.  Take a small scoop of dirt, and with your bare hands, rub your palms and hands over the dirt, grinding it into the paper.  Your paper will turn a nice mellow shade of the dirt.  I have the students do this, and after they have rubbed the dirt in, their hands are very sensitive, and they love touching things around the room that have different textures.  We also talk about the whole touchy-feely “get in touch with your art” concept.  Although kids are often hesitant to pick up dirt and rub it into the paper, by the time they’re done, they’re very much into the process. 
Working from a still-life setup, we start by sketching into the toned paper with an eraser, sketching in the basic shapes.  Since they haven’t added any other color, any mistakes can be fixed by rubbing more dirt back in, ‘erasing’ the erasures.  We then work from light to dark, using the toned paper as a middle ground.  This works very well with red conte crayons, as well as pencil.  The conte or pencil works as the deepest tones.

When the drawings are done, use a spray fixative to seal the drawings and keep them from smudging. 
