	Name:
	Heather Kim

	Lesson Title:
	Cyanotypes, Anthotypes, and the Self 

	Grade Level:
	Highschool 


Vocab, Art History, Interdisciplinary Connections

	Artist/Culture/Movement Connections
John Herschel, Anna Atkins 


	Interdisciplinary Connections
Photography, Photo processes, Documenting/Journaling, Self-Identity

	Art Vocabulary:
Photogram, Alternative Photography, Exposure, Inverted, Collage, Composition 


	Elements/Principles of Art
Color, Texture, Shape, Composition

	Media and Materials needed:
Watercolor paper, brushes, objects around the house, natural dyes (beet, cherry juice, onion, turmeric, etc.), cyanotype chemicals + hydrogen peroxide, random collection of collaging materials/things 



Content Standards 
CREATING

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Prof.VA: Cr1.1 – Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors. 
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.
Prof.VA: Cr2.1 – Engage in making a work of art or design without having a preconceived plan. 

Prof.VA: Cr2.2 – Explain how traditional and nontraditional materials may impact human health and the environment and demonstrate safe handling of materials, tools, and equipment. 
RESPONDING

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work
Acc.VA: Re7.1 – Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the natural world and constructed environments. 

Prof.VA: Re7.2 – Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by experiencing visual imagery. 

Learning Objectives 

1. Students will be able to experiment with both the cyanotype and anthotype process by creating photograms and collages. 

2. Students will compose various compositions and layouts in order to create a final piece.

3. Students will reflect, journal, and write a statement on their choice of objects, how it defines them and how they see themselves through these objects. 

	Anticipatory Set:
Students will be given various examples of previously made cyanotypes and anthotypes, some photograms and others of negatives. They will then get a presentation on the cyanotype and anthotype process that includes a short introductory video on the cyanotype process and a collaborative activity. Examples of other contemporary artists using non-digital approaches to self-expression will be shown. The collaborative activity will consist of the students to get into two groups, Team Cyanotype or Team Anthotype and create a large print that uses various objects, materials, and themselves. 

	Big Idea:  
By being in tune with ourselves and taking notice of our surroundings, we are able to acknowledge the world we live in and learn more about ourselves, taking time to reflect on each object, how it defines us and why.

	Essential Question:  

How does making art attune people to their surroundings? What responsibilities come with the freedom to create? How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their lives and the lives of their communities through artmaking?

	Objective/Purpose: 
For this project, students will understand the cyanotype process and the alternative, more earth-friendly approach; the anthotype by making their own natural dyes. Along with this process, they will be going out and salvaging objects that they feel define them and their place on earth. Cyanotypes were originally used as a way to blueprint and take notes of one’s surroundings and things they want to remember before advanced photographic processes emerged. The cyanotype process is a slow process that is not used as often nowadays, this project will give students the ability to slow down while making something and be thoughtful in every step.

	Model: 
Both cyanotype & anthotype techniques such as making the chemicals (and natural dyes), placing objects or negatives on top and exposing to the sun will be demonstrated.

	Check for Understanding: 
Progress Checks: Checking for collection of objects and written portion, individual meetings with student halfway into project 

Summative Checks: Rubric, final critique


Step by Step Instruction of Lesson

	Instructional Strategies 


	Activities


	Day 1

Teacher will begin by showing examples of cyanotypes and anthotypes previously made to students. Then will introduce the PowerPoint presentation on the process of cyanotypes, anthotypes, its original use and examples of how the use of cyanotypes are being used today in contemporary times. 
Teacher will introduce and help facilitate while students are doing the collaborative activity.
Explain the project and how we will be using the cyanotype process to describe ourselves through found objects.  

· Each student will be asked to turn in one 9x12 piece of work and various smaller works that show different versions of the final. This will be to see if students have experimented with different dyes, compositions, objects, etc. 

· Students will be asked to make smaller prints before their final piece. Let them know to be thoughtful with their choice of objects, where they are placed and to take advantage of both the cyanotype and anthotype processes as they give very different results.  

· Students will also turn in a written component alongside their project. 

Questions for thought:

1) What objects did you incorporate into your finished project? 

2) How do these objects define you? Do you think that they are an accurate representation of yourself? How do you see yourself in these objects? 

3) Did you prefer the cyanotype or anthotype method more? And why? Were there any struggles or problems that you experienced? How did you work around it?

Ask students to write in their notebooks bullet points of their likes, dislikes, favorite shows, movies, food, etc. 

Homework will be for them to start collecting objects or things that they feel best define them and are important to them. (Also letting them know that chosen objects/food/materials do not have to be just placed on top of the watercolor paper but can be used to dye the actual paper itself as well. **Getting them to think more creatively and not confined to just placing objects on top.) 

Remind students that beginning of next class will be the teacher checking for their written portion (and start to their collection of things). 


	Day 1
Student will look through the samples and view the presentation given by teacher. 
Students will participate in the collaborative activity and create a large print of either a cyanotype or anthotype as a group. 
Students will then write in their notebooks brainstorming their likes, dislikes and thinking about what key objects they can use to create their finished piece(s). 

Students will go home, and finish writing in their notebooks and start collecting materials they are to use for their anthotype/cyanotype.

	Day 2-3

Teacher will check at the beginning of class each student’s written notes and if they have started to collect their objects, alongside asking if they have any additional questions or confusion.  

Teacher will then give a demonstration on both the cyanotype and anthotype process. 

· Cyanotype process will be mixing the chemicals, brushing the chemicals onto the watercolor paper and letting it dry. 

· Anthotype process will be bringing in natural-made dyes, brushing them on and letting them dry. 

After showing them this process, teacher will then take the pre-made cyanotype and anthotype papers and demonstrate various ways to create a photogram. 

· Create an example composition and take students outside into the sun, reminding them that the time of day is very important in getting a good end result. Around 12-3 is when the sun is at its highest and brightest, let students know to keep that in mind when making their cyanotypes. 

· Also letting them know tips to note (transparent objects will show through better, the longer you let it sit the deeper the colors will be, being mindful of the composition). 

Pass out watercolor papers, cyanotype chemicals, natural dyes and allow students to practice on their own using both the cyanotype and anthotype processes. Walk around the classroom and assist help if needed.  

Remind students that the next few days will be workdays and instruct students to start bringing in their materials, objects, and dyes. (Brushes, watercolor paper, additional natural dyes will be provided).
	Day 2-3

Student will get their notes checked and any objects brought into class.

Students will watch teacher’s demonstration on both processes. 

Students will take the watercolor papers and brush on either the cyanotype/anthotype chemicals and test out different objects and materials.

	Day 4-5

Teacher will have prepared stations for students to work on their project.  

While students are working, teacher will walk around the classroom assisting students.


	Day 4-5

Students will continue working on their projects for the remainder of class. 



	Day 6

While students are working, the teacher will call up students one by one for individual check-ins, asking about their ideas, how far they are and if any students need help. This will be a progress check to see if students are on track and doing their work. 

Remind students of their written portion of the project and the questions that need to be answered within it. Let them know that they should have their one 9x12 piece, smaller works and their written portion printed out and ready for critique when due.  
	Day 6

Students will be called up individually during the period to meet up with the teacher, showing things they have made so far and continuing with their projects.

Students will go home and work on the written portion of the project.  

	Day 7

Teacher will remind students that this is the last workday in class, they are able to come in after class or the remainder of their project will have to be finished at home. 

Have extra charms, buttons, string, glitter, objects out so that students can glue 3D pieces onto the top of their cyanotypes.
	Day 7 

Students will continue working on their projects and also have access to materials in class provided by teacher. 

Students will have completed their project and written portion by next class.

	Day 8 

Students will lay out their finished 9x12 piece with their written “statement” on the critique table. *Note* Each statement will be anonymous with their names written on the back of the paper. 

Students will then grab a handful of random charms and assign categories/prompts to each one: 

· Thoughtful composition/collage technique  

· Cyanotype/Anthotype print that clearly matches what the student wrote in their written statement 

· Unusual materials or various forms of experimentation used 

· One that you genuinely just like and enjoy looking at 

· One that you have general questions to ask the classmate, whether it be what objects they used, what natural-made dye they might have used to get a specific, unique color, etc. 

· One that made you feel any type of emotion  

Once students and have gone around placing the charms, teacher will then initiate the critique by going down each category and choosing works that got the most charms for that specific category.

Teacher will ask students to explain their reasoning behind why, making sure to ask follow-up questions that include the elements and principles of art, etc. 

Teacher will then collect all projects with written statements from students.


	Day 8 

Students will go around with their charms and place them on works they feel answer each of the categories. 

Students will share their reasoning behind why they chose specific works for each of the categories.

Students will turn in their final projects to the teacher.


	Critique/Discussion:
Students will participate in a token response form of critique with the use of charms that are given specific categories that will be the discussion on their projects. The categories/prompts will allow for students to think deeper through ideas, whether those ideas (or written statements) are clearly executed and shown in the final work, which compositions or layouts worked/which did not and why. 



Assessment/Scoring Rubric
	
Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Composition/

Craftsmanship

	Composition is clear and improvement is seen clearly from the rough drafts to the final. Finished work is exceptionally neat, detailed and thoughtfully made.
	Composition is somewhat clear, and some improvement is shown from the rough drafts to the final. Finished work is neat, detailed and thoughtfully made. 
	Composition is unclear and very few improvements are shown from the rough drafts to the final. Finished work is acceptable but lacks neatness and is messy.
	Composition is unclear and no improvements are shown from the rough drafts to the final. Finished work lacks neatness, messy and poorly constructed. 

	Relevance 

	All objects used are related to the topic and described in the written statement. 
	Some objects used are related to the topic and some are described in the written statement. 
	Few objects used are related to the topic and few are described in the written statement.
	No objects used are related to the topic and none are described in the written statement. 

	Required Elements 

	 All required elements (written statement, rough drafts, and final piece) as well as additional information are turned in.
	All required elements (written statement, rough drafts, and final piece) are turned in.
	Some of the required elements (written statement, rough drafts, and final piece) are turned in.
	None of the required elements (written statement, rough drafts, and final piece) are turned in.

	Participation 

	Student went above and beyond during critique, sharing their thoughts and opinions always. Gave full undivided attention to the critique. 
	Student shared their thoughts and opinions often during critique. 
	Student shared their thoughts and opinions sometimes. Was not giving their undivided attention to the critique.    
	Student never shared their thoughts or opinions, did not seem interested or paid attention to critique.  


