	Name:
	Laurie Gatlin

	Lesson Title:
	Kaleidoscopes 

	Grade Level:
	Middle school or high school


Aesthetics, Art History, Interdisciplinary Connections

	Artist/Culture/Movement

Kurt Schwitters, Barbara Kruger, Dada, collage, Hannah Hoch
	Interdisciplinary Connections
Science, literature

	Aesthetic Concepts
How do we look at a work of art if it is also a functional object? Is craft considered art?

	Elements/Principles of Art
Unity, repetition, pattern

	Art Vocabulary:

Kaleidoscope, collage, prism, composition, juxtaposition, 

	Media and Materials needed:
Collage materials, glue, hot glue, mirror board, can, shrink plastic, ruler, colored pencils


Content Standards

Content Standard 2 
2.6 Create a two or three-dimensional work of art that addresses a social issue.

Content Standard 4 

4.1 Articulate how personal beliefs, cultural traditions, and current social, economic, and political contexts influence the interpretation of the meaning or message in a work of art.

Content Standard 5

5.2 Create a work of art that communicates a cross-cultural or universal theme taken from literature or history.

Learning Objectives

1. Students will create a collage with a unified background and central typographic quote, demonstrating clean craftsmanship.
2. Students will choose a quote and create symbols and related imagery 
3. Students will construct a kaleidoscope that conveys a strong message, with imagery that supports the message.
	Anticipatory Set: 
When students come in to class, a video with kaleidoscopic images (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2fIWB8o-bs) will be playing.  They will have scraps of mirror board made into a small triangle shaped prism that they can look at various decorative papers, and there will be various examples of prisms. We will discuss kalaeidoscopes and prisms and then introduce the lesson

	Big Idea:  Why do mantras or quotes resonate with us?  What are some ways that we can use quotes as a way to motivate our own lives?

	Essential Question:

How are symbols used in art?  Is simplifying a thought into a symbol a positive or negative thing?



	Objective/Purpose: 
In this lesson, students will understand how art and culture are intertwined, and we will look at the Dada movement, and Kurt Schwitters and his Merz collages.  They will understand how artists can make statements using various materials, and how artists use what is going on in society as a springboard for their creativity.

Students will understand that as an artist, we look at the world through our own artistic lens, and what we see creates a composition that is influenced by our experiences.  This kaleidoscope is a creative metaphor for artistic vision. 

	Model: 
There are several things I would model in this lesson:  craftsmanship in cutting and glueing, and I would talk about using the correct tools.  A demonstration on glueing with a brush and using a brayer to seal edges, along with a demonstration on cutting with a cutting board is appropriate for reinforcing safety and craftsmanship.
In addition, there are several construction steps I would demonstrate: cutting the end for the eyepiece, adding the plastic disc that holds the prism in place, and the shrink plastic procedures are all topics for short, informative demonstrations.

	Check for Understanding: 
At the beginning of the lesson, I would have students discuss their chosen quote or song lyric within small groups, so they can generate ideas for the associated images.  I would ask for volunteers to share the ideas that the groups came up with.  
At the mid-point, I would observe students with their collages and shrink plastic charms, and discuss with them the overall composition and associated imagery, to see how they can explain the concept of unity.

At the end, I would have students write a short paragraph that tells a story about their lives and how the quote and images they chose for their shrink plastic images came from their own experiences.  


Step by Step Instruction of Lesson

	Instructional Strategies
	Student Activities

	Day 1
Begin with the video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2fIWB8o-bs) playing as the students enter the classroom.  I would have examples of small prisms and fisheye plastic prisms for them to look at.  We would have a discussion about what they seen, and how they can focus on one small area and see it multiplied.

I would introduce the parts of the lesson: show them the teaching sample of the finished kaleidoscope, and talk about the different parts that we will be making in order to create a meaningful way to look at the world.   I would start with the outside of the kaleidoscope, and introduce the artist Kurt Schwitters and his Merz collages.  This would segue into looking at more contemporary collage/text artists, including Barbara Kruger.   They will decide on their quote/lyric, using their cellphones or computers to look up quotes.

 I would give them a sheet of paper that we will be constructing our collage on, and access to various papers and magazines and print sources to create the background collage, with a focus on unified design.  I will demonstrate cutting and gluing techniques that I would like them to use in order to keep craftsmanship levels high.
	Day 1
Students will have an opportunity to share their ideas and impressions about the video, and will have some hands-on time to explore the materials I have set out: various papers and prisms to look at.
Students will have a handout with a diagram of the kaleidoscope that they will label with the various art-making activities that they will do on each part.  Some parts are simply assembling, some require more planning.  There are also questions on their worksheet that will require them to respond to the powerpoint about the artists.  They will also write down the quote they are going to use on their collage.

Students will begin creating the background to their collage, using the images and resources available.  They will watch the demonstration and respond when prompted as to the cleanup and safety procedures to use with x-acto knives and glue brushes.

	Day 2
We will begin this day with a quote on the board, and students will help brainstorm a list of images that the quote inspires.  “Be the change you wish to see in the world” may inspire images such as hearts, HRC symbol, hands with peace signs, Obama campaign symbols, eyes, etc.  Students will then break into small groups of 3-4 and share the quotes they are going to use on their collage, and brainstorm in small groups a list of images for each quote.  At the end of this activity, students will share what ideas came up for a few of the quotes.  

The focus of the day is looking at ways to combine collage quotes in ‘ransom style’ lettering on a unifying background.  When the quote is added on top of the collage, it can be glued onto the outside of the can.
	Day 2
Students will participate in the group brainstorm activity, and then work in small groups to share their quote and help compile a list of images for each group member’s quote.  They may choose to share one or more of the quotes and the associated images.

Students will complete their collage backgrounds, and add the quote using ransom-style lettering, with each word mounted on a colored paper background.  If this work is completed, they can wrap the collage around and glue it to the can.

	Day 3
I will demonstrate the shrink plastic process.  I will have pre-cut and colored images, as well as a few pieces that were also shrunk already.  A demonstration of using sharpie markers for outlines and coloring with colored pencils, and the shrinking process with a toaster oven will take a few minutes at the beginning of class.  The rest of the class period will be used to create the shrink plastic pieces for the kaleidoscope. 

A demonstration on how to create a prism using the 3 precut mirror boards and tape will follow.  Students will receive materials and create their own prisms, along with a clear plastic disc that will hold the prism in place.  A short demonstration on how to mark the placement of the disc will show students how to attach these parts.
	Day 3 
Students will observe the demonstration and sum up the steps of the process:  trace or draw designs with sharpie, color in with colored pencil, cut out with scissors, shrink in oven for @ 5 minutes.  Students will note the amount of shrinkage in the demonstration so they plan their own pieces accordingly.  
Students will assemble the prism and insert it into their decorated can, and using hot glue, will secure it in place.

	Day 4

A short demonstration on how to cut open the metal end will allow students to see how to safely puncture the can end.  

As students complete their project, a short series of sentence starters will be written on the board, so that students will be able to write their short paragraph that explains where their imagery comes from, and how their own personal experiences may have influenced their choices.  
	Day 4

Students will repeat the safety procedures used so that it is clear they understand the process of creating the eyepiece.

Students will write a paragraph that speaks to their personal experience and why the quote and images resonate with them.


	Critique/Discussion: 
Gallery walk.  Students will set their kaleidoscope and paragraph on the table at their seats, with a blank piece of paper for comments by others. They will silently walk around the room and look at other student projects, read their paragraphs, and make a comment on the paper provided.  At the end of the gallery walk, I will ask students to share out what they saw and which kaleidoscopes or paragraphs really stood out to them.  I will also ask students to share the comments that they found on their comment sheet if they wish.  


Assessment/Scoring Rubric
	
Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Craftsmanship

	Many collage pieces were not cut out or glued carefully
	Some collage elements were not glued down neatly, some pieces were poorly cut out.
	Collage elements were cut out neatly and glued down well.  Some gaps or wrinkled areas.
	Collage is smooth and unwrinkled, elements are cut out neatly and glued down cleanly on all edges

	Unity


	Images for background do not work together, cause disharmony and fight with text for dominance.
	Background is uneven and has elements that jump out visually.  Text size is uneven and difficult to read.
	Background on collage is cohesive, with one or two elements that seem out of place.  Text is cohesive.
	Background on collage reads as a unified whole, no jarring elements.  Quote stands out and is easily read.

	Shrink plastic elements
	Shrink elements do not relate to quote, sizes are inappropriate for project, cannot see them clearly. 
	Some shrink elements are unrelated to theme, size on 1-2 may be a misfit, some readability issues
	Shrink elements are related to quote, may have some size or readability issues.
	Shrink elements are clearly and thoughtfully related to quote, are appropriately sized and neatly made.

	Paragraph
	Paragraph is incomplete, unrelated or missing.  
	Paragraph is incomplete or short, does not fully discuss personal experience, or does not address visual elements.
	Paragraph is related to quote and visual elements, but does not address personal experience clearly.
	Paragraph clearly relates the quote to personal experience, and the shrink elements are addressed meaningfully.


	Adaptations for ELL or SN students:

Some of the vocabulary in this lesson are challenging concepts.  For English Language Learners, I would have those students create vocabulary cards with examples in their own language along with images:

[image: image1.png]The vocab word in English

The vocab word in their native
language

A drawing or image of the word

A sentence with the vocab word





For students with limited ability to cut, I would ask them to identify images and provide assistance for fine motor skills to cut images carefully, then students will continue with assembly of the collage.




