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	Lesson Title:
	Star books:  artist bio

	Grade Level:
	Middle school, high school


Vocab, Art History, Interdisciplinary Connections

	Artist/Culture/Movement Connections
Bios of various artists

(Frida Kahlo, Kehinde Wiley, etc) 
	Interdisciplinary Connections

Literature, language arts, research

	Art Vocabulary:

Signature, research, narrative

	Elements/Principles of Art

Repetition, unity

	Media and Materials needed:

Paper, glue, bookboard (chipboard), ribbon, decorative papers, scissors, bone folder, yarn, ephemera (tags, photo corners, brads, etc)



Content Standards 
CREATING

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.

Adv.VA:Cr1.2 - Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and contemporary artistic practices, following or breaking established conventions, to plan the making of multiple works of art and design based on a theme, idea, or concept.
Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.

Prof.VA:Cr3 - Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress
PRESENTING

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Adv.VA:Pr6 - Curate a collection of objects, artifacts, or artwork to impact the viewer’s understanding of social, cultural, and/or political experiences.
RESPONDING

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work

Adv.VA:Re7.2 - Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual images attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.
CONNECTING

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.

Acc.VA:Cn10 - Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through artmaking.

Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding.

Adv.VA:Cn11 - Assess the impact of an artist or a group of artists on the beliefs, values, and behaviors of a society.
Learning Objectives 
1. Students will gather information about an artist, choosing relevant and revelatory examples from the artists life experiences and works. 
2. Students will construct a book form, using traditional bookbinding techniques in order to create a non-traditional star book form.
3. Students will report on their artist in both visual and written form, presenting a cohesive timeline that reflects the range and influence of the chosen artist.
	Anticipatory Set:
Students will be presented with a variety of small experimental book forms to look through, and will watch a short video that outlines a sample artist (in this case, Frida Kahlo:  https://youtu.be/Y3MSyNGsBWk)

	Big Idea:  

The word research doesn’t have to be a dirty word – it can be exciting and engaging, and the end result of research can be presented in artful and imaginative ways.

	Essential Questions:  
How does knowing the contexts, histories, and traditions of art forms help us create works of art and design? Why do artists follow or break from established traditions? How does the presenting and sharing of artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs, and experiences? 

	Objective/Purpose: 
For this assignment, students will understand the basics of research, and how to organize and edit material to create a cohesive and concise biography.  The outcome of this research will be presented in a mixed media book format.

	Model: 
Bookbinding techniques such as folding, sewing and gluing will be demonstrated.

	Check for Understanding: 
Progress checks:  

· checklists to be sure students are properly folding, assembling and gluing the book form, using proper techniques and craftsmanship

· research worksheets that will be used to write about various aspects of artists lives, as well as to construct a bibliography
  Summative checks:

· rubric for final book

· critique/discussion of completed books


Step by Step Instruction of Lesson

	Instructional Strategies
	Student Activities

	Day 1

Begin with examples of interesting small books – variety of structures (accordion books, decos, collaborative books, altered books, etc), let students look through them.  Introduce the video for a sample artist, in this case, Frida Kahlo, who has an intriguing life.  Ask students to recall several key points from the video:  what style art did she create, what was something about her life that was unusual, describe some of her art.  Show students an example of a star book made about Frida Kahlo, and walk through the structure and the 7 pages.  Instruct students that they will be learning about artists and that they will be creating a star book about one of them.

Provide students with a list of artists and ask them to do internet searches and choose an artist to learn more about.  Provide a copy of the rubric for the star book project.
	Day 1

Students will look through the samples, and respond to questions about which books look interesting to them, what materials they use, and what aspects of the books appeal to them.

Students watch the video, then respond to questions about the artists life, and share anything else they may either know or have learned about the artist.

Students are given a list of artists to choose from, along with a list of reputable research sites, and are instructed to look for images of the artists’ work.  

	Day 2

Hand out packets of pre-cut papers for the basic book structure.  Explain how each stack of papers will be folded, demonstrate how to use a bone folder. Discuss how folds must be very accurate and sharp, check student work.
Construct the 7 individual signatures (Signature: one segment of a book).  Once the seven sections are complete, glue them together.  Demonstrate how to use glue lightly and keep folds aligned carefully.  Basic book block has been constructed.

Give students the covers and for homework, have them cover the cardboard with paper (including over the edges), ready for completing the covers in class the next day.
	Day 2

Students will stack the different components and check the numbers so that they have 7 of each precut size.  

Students will fold their segments according to instruction, making sure they  have sharp folds and even edges.

Students will construct the book block using glue sparingly, making sure the edges are aligned well.

For homework: students will cover the cardboard with colored paper, collage or kraft paper in preparation for day 3.

	Day 3-4  
Hand out worksheet with research requirements.  Remind students to save website addresses for bibliography.  

Instruct students on image types and sizes to save for starbook pages.  Demonstrate how to set up word document with proper sized images.
	Day 3-4
Students spend time learning about their chosen artist, filling out the worksheet and writing a bibliography resource list.  

Students will save images according to worksheet list.  Students will resize images in preparation for printing.  Turn in worksheets.

	Day 5

Demonstrate various ways to create text for the book cover:  dymo lettering, rubber stamps, ransom-style magazine cutouts.  Provide resources for students to add ribbons, images, papers and ephemera for covers.  

Demonstrate how to add the finished covers to the book block, inserting ribbons and making sure spines are flush.  Stack covers with waxed paper between each book, and weight stacks overnight.
	Day 5

Students create the front and back covers for their starbooks, using the previously prepared cover boards.  Students will use a variety of materials and techniques to put an image and title to their book covers.

Students will assemble their books by adding ribbons and gluing the book blocks to the covers, then place them in weighted stacks to dry.

	Day 6-7
Return bio worksheets, with any further research outlined.  Provide worksheet with page layouts for students to determine their page attributes.  
After students complete their sketches, they will be able to begin to assemble the page components.
	Day 6-7
Students may need to continue research, when complete, students will use the template to determine the content and layout of each of their seven pages, sketching the layout with pencil.  When they have all their layouts planned, they can begin composing the final pages.

	Day 8
Demonstrate how to insert final pages into book block, and how to add yarn, tags and any other edge treatments.  

Hand out evaluation sheets for students to write a self-assessment. 
	Day 8
Students will assemble their final books, adding various treatments to edges, tags, etc.  

Students will fill out the self assessment portion of the evaluation sheet.

	Day 9
Ask students to clear tables, and set up their book with the self-assessment in front of them for a gallery walk.  Instruct students to walk around and look at the various books.

Provide each student with a tablet of sticky notes, and list a number of prompts on the whiteboard/chalkboard/paper, or read each one out and have students wander around choosing which book to respond to.  Suggested prompts may include:

· Note a book that has an overall sense of unity
· Note a fact that you learned about an artist

· Comment on an unusual material used

· Compliment someone on their overall craftsmanship

· Describe a repeated artistic device or approach

· Make a note about how someone presented images in a novel way

· If there is a song that this artist or book reminds you of, write it down

· What emotion does this book evoke in you?

Instruct students to leave the sticky notes on the assessment sheet for the book they are commenting on.  At the end of the exercise, students are instructed to return to their own book, and share any comments that they want to from the ones they received.

Ask students to assist in setting up a display of the work in a display case, the library, the front office, or other display space.
	Day 9
Students clear the area and set up their own books with the self-assessment sheet in front of their finished book. 
Students take their stack of sticky notes and complete the responses to the prompts, sticking their notes to the corresponding assessment sheet in front of a variety of books.

Students return to their own books to read the responses left on their books.  Students offer to share interesting responses.


	Critique/Discussion: Students will display their books for a gallery walk.  Each book will be accompanied by the two column evaluation sheet, with the self-evaluation column filled out.  Students will be given a pad of sticky notes, and will have several prompts posted on the whiteboard to respond to, writing answers on sticky notes and leaving them in front of a variety of fellow student projects in response to their finished books.
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